Norchland Family Help €enter

VYolume 7, Issue 1, Winter 2005

By Miriam Dror

Three times a week, for two hours each meet-
ing, twenty-five volunteer member students from local
high schools, come together for the PE.A.C.E. Project.
PE.A.C.E., which stands for Prevention Education
and Creative Expression, was started six years ago by
Northland Family Help Center, and quickly moved
into collaboration with Theatrikos, Flagstaff’s commu-
nity theatre.

PE.A.C.E. Project’s year starts when each school
year commences with art least forty- hours of education
on issues surrounding family and relationship violence,
and promotion of healthy relationships. Sessions in-
volve discussions, creative expression, and often deeply
personal sharing. Trust that is established during this
time is essential for an ability to put together and then
offer performances that portrays many issues that soci-
ety prefers to turn a blind eye to. PE.A.C.E. performs
in all local high schools, the Native American Dorm, on

local reservations, at Juvenile Detention Center as well

P.E.A.C.E. Project

PEA.C.E. Project was
recognized by Arizona Daily
Sun as the Organization of
the Year.
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For each performance there is a “Talk Back.” Lis-
tening to this open discussion, one begins to appreciate
the need to provide places for such an honest exchange
and this type of peer education seems to be one of the
most effective catalysts.

Current and graduated members of PE.A.C.E.
Project were recently interviewed by an Arizona Daily
Sun reporter. A common theme throughout this
discussion was tiansformation. Members reported that
participating in the PE.A.C.E. Project had changed
their lives: “I'm no longer naive, I lost a sort of in-
nocence | once had,” one graduate reported, “all of my
relationships are informed by what I learned, but not
only that,” he added, “I no longer can be a bystander
in the world, it seems I promote what I learned in
PE.A.C.E. wherever I go.” “If these statements are not
an indication of the potential power of youth to change
the world, then [ don't know what is!” stated Miriam
Dror, Northland Family Help Center Community

Educaror.

m as delivering two public performances.


















